A survey of the social, legal, historical and 'psycho-babble' factors leading to sex offenders legislation in the areas of British common law heritage.
This survey covers the socio-economic and religious factors which influenced the development of the law in regard to sexual offenders in the Common Law traditions of Britain and North America. This overview shows that, in the 20th Century, ideas of psychology and psychiatry have led to perceptions (often mis-perceptions) on the part of legislators as to the implications of new knowledge and theories in regard to the formulation of legislation. This paper concludes with some recent work indicating that theories about the homogeneity and distinctiveness of different types of sexual offenders - which resulted in the evolution of legislation to its present form - might well now be considered obsolete. A brief indication of current correctional strategies and their limitations is given.